
THE MESSENGER October 2015 

 It is that time of the year when Taylor Road and surrounding roads turn into a 
rainbow of color. As you drive along you see cars with flags flying in the breeze. Beautiful 
flags of orange and blue, red and white, scarlet and gray, black and gold, and many other 
colors lifting up the school spirit of colleges and universities. Symbols that bring 
enthusiasm and excitement to football fans.  
 
 I feel that there is a more important symbol we should be sharing with the 
community and the world. A symbol that is not on the window of our cars but on the spirit 
of our hearts.  It is the gift of joy and laughter in our lives.  
 
 Maybe all of us should spend more time displaying the gift or joy and laughter to 
those around us. To follow the example of Jesus who brings joy to the world.  
 
 I went through the gospel of Matthew in the New Testament and began writing down 
the words joy, smile or laughter whenever I thought there was a  joy, smile, or laughter in 
the scripture. I discovered that sixty times Jesus was bringing joy, smile and laughter to 
people. Sixty times! 

 We may be living in desperate times, but we must remember the joy that God has 
given us in Jesus Christ. Let us go into the world and cheer others up with God’s glad 
tidings and great joy in Christ Jesus. It is our joy, our cheerfulness, our laughter that shows 
the world that life in Christ is worthwhile. Surely when people come to see that we really do 
rejoice in the Lord, then they will begin to think more of us, of our faith, and of Almighty 
God.  

 

Joy,  

Edd 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



The miracles of the New Testament are stories of 

power. Men of faith tell them for all people of faith, 

that together they might share the joy of the  

new life of Christ.

It is in this light that we will view the miracle stories 

listed below  during October. May they proclaim the 

positive power and presence of God in our lives. 

Sunday, October 4: 

“The Wedding at Cana” John 2:1-11 

Sunday, October 11: 

“The Feeding Of the Multitude” Mark 6:30-44 

Sunday, October 18: 

 “The Raising Of Lazarus” John 11:1-44 

Sunday, October 25: 

“Healing Of the Ten Lepers” Luke 17:11-19 

October is traditionally set aside as Stewardship 

Month,  a time the congregation focuses on how we can 

support the 2016 Budget of First Christian Church.   

A budget that helps provide the resources for First 

Christian Church to remain and grow as a vibrant, 

loving Servant Church in the Community.  Please join 

us in making this a time of prayer for the ministry of 

First Christian Church and grateful reflection on our 

own blessings.    

Jim & Jane Landreth 

It is almost that time again for us to host Family 

Promise, a ministry for homeless families who are in 

transition and trying to get back on their feet. FCC 

partners with several other churches in Montgomery, 

and twice a year we offer our facility to be "home" to 

these families for one week.  

 Our week is coming up: October 25th  through 

November 1st.  

 It takes lots of planning and many volunteers to 

handle this ministry and we need your help!  Most of 

you are already familiar with the program, but if you 

are not and would like to learn more please feel free to 

call me at 334-220-9060 or email me 

at kcolson9601@gmail.com.  I will also be happy to 

offer a quick training session (no more than 30 

minutes) if needed prior to this week.  I can meet with 

you as a group or individually as needed.  The following 

volunteer opportunities are available:  

Dinner Hosts each night : deliver  a m eal for  the 

families to the church by 6:00 pm each day.  You do not 

have to stay with them unless you would like to.   It is 

helpful for a couple of people to work together on the 

dinner so that it is not so much on one person or 

family.  

Evening Host: Be at the church from 5:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. Sunday through Friday and from 5:00 to 

8:30 on Saturday. The families may need help with 

their children (homework, entertaining, etc.).  If not, 

you may visit with them or you can just bring a book 

and enjoy some quiet time.   

Overnight Host: Simply stay overnight at the 

church.  Come to church by 8:30 pm and leave at 7:00 

am during the week. Arrive at 9:00 p.m. on 

Saturday and leave at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.  The 

families leave first thing in the morning for work, 

school and/or the Family Promise day center.  Bring 

your pillow and blankets.  We have a single bed at the 

church or a blow up mattress if preferred. 

Set up on Sunday, October  25th follow ing 10:00 

a.m.  worship service. 

Take down on Sunday, Novem ber 1 at 8:00a.m . 

(have the children's Sunday school area ready for 

Sunday school at 9:00 a.m.). 

Help washing linens when the week is over. (You will 

take them home after church on Sunday, November 

1st). 

Help with unlocking the church by 5:30 each day 

(only need someone for Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday at 5:00).  

Thanks so much for considering how you might be able 

to help.  A sign-up sheet is already posted on the board 

at the information desk or feel free to call me or send 

me an email and I will get you signed up. 
 

Kelly Colson  

 



The 2015 Reconciliation Offering will be 

received on October 4th. The Special offering is 

used to fund our Church’s mission imperative to 

become a pro-reconciling and anti-racist church 

utilizing the tools experiential education 

(training), inclusive worship, and  

intentional dialogue. 

 

On the first Sunday of October church 

communities around the world will share in holy 

communion during morning worship. Around 

the world wide table there will be people of faith 

regardless of man-made barriers. We will 

celebrate this special day on October 4th. We will 

gather around the Lord’s Table with the words 

for the bread and cup shared in different 

languages, special music and unity of the day 

expressed through the sermon of Jesus’ miracle 

turning water into wine.  

This is what Wikipedia says about the human 

voice: "The voice consists of sound made by a 

human being using the vocal folds for talking, 

singing, laughing, crying, screaming, etc. The 

human voice is specifically a part of human sound 

production in which the vocal folds (vocal cords) 

are the primary sound source. Generally speaking, 

the mechanism for generating the human voice 

can be subdivided into three parts: the lungs, the 

vocal folds within the larynx, and the articulators. 

The lung (the pump) must produce adequate 

airflow and air pressure to vibrate vocal folds (this 

air pressure is the fuel of the voice). The vocal 

folds (vocal cords) are a vibrating valve that chops 

up the airflow from the lungs into audible pulses 

that form the laryngeal sound source. The muscles 

of the larynx adjust the length and tension of the 

vocal folds to ‘fine-tune’ pitch and tone. The 

articulators (the parts of the vocal tract above the 

larynx consisting of tongue, palate, cheek, lips, 

etc.) articulate and filter the sound emanating 

from the larynx and to some degree can interact 

with the laryngeal airflow to strengthen it or 

weaken it as a sound source. The vocal folds, in 

combination with the articulators, are capable of 

producing highly intricate arrays of sound. The 

tone of voice may be modulated to suggest 

emotions such as anger, surprise, or happiness." 

 

God has given us each an intricate instrument. 

Just like all of the other parts of our bodies, we 

can choose how we want to use our voices.  

 

At least two days a week, I choose to use my voice 

in praise to God. It's a small gesture of love and 

gratitude. Won't you join me? 
 

 

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 

The Food Ministry balance is currently $2,127. We spend 

almost $1,000 per month for food for our recipients, so 

we need to replenish the Food Ministry fund.  Those who 

are able, please donate an amount over and beyond your 

tithe for this ministry.  Mark your check "Food Ministry"  

and the treasurer will deposit it in the proper fund.  

Thank you for your generosity  in providing groceries to 

more than one hundred low-income families each month 

as we seek to fulfill Jesus'  message in Matthew 25:35. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Trunk or the Treat is coming up soon!  

(Wednesday, October the 28th to be exact!) Be sure to bring your friends 

and your neighbors – “Why!?”, because this will be so much fun that you 

should even invite your cousins! All attending  

grown-ups are encouraged to decorate their car trunks and hand out 

Halloween treats.  We'll serve dinner, play Halloween games, laugh, and 

have LOTS of FUN! 

 

  Dinner that night will be hot diggity dogs, chips, and drinks. 

  Kids and Grown-ups: Dress up in a funny, spooky, or ridiculous costumes 

and remember to bring a BIG treat bag! 

 If your not able to decorate your vehicle we could always use  

extra candy!  

Alexine Saunders & Michelle Vilamaa 

5:30 PM-7:30 PM 


